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Translating Old English 

fatuous introduction by Lord Northcliffe within the book 
itself. The translation preserves exceedingly ■ well the 
metrical structure of the original, but aside fron this it is 
a curiosity in archaisms, inversions, and other peculiari- 
ties. While it professes to be "done into common 
English," it contains such words as meinies, oxter, hythe- 
warden, seely, wist, and quothey. In his use of modern 
English words, Mr. Moncrieff shows lack of feeling for 
the factors of sound, implication, and connotation which 
must be observed if the spirit of Old English literature is 
to be presented. Nelson Antrim Crawford 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A WORD FROM MRS. HENDERSON 

Dear Editor: For a long time it has seemed to me 
hardly fair to leave my name on Poetry as Associate 
Editor, even in an honorary capacity — hardly fair, that is, 
to the rest of your active staff; and now that Poetry has 
reached its tenth birthday, I think it is high time for me 
to resign officially, though retaining as strongly as ever 
my deep interest in the magazine. 

When I left Chicago in March, 191 6, I thought that I 
should perhaps return; but now, after six years in Santa 
Fe, I feel myself as firmly rooted as a pinyon tree. So 
here I am, and there is Poetry, with a distance between 
us, but with a world in common; and for me many happy 
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memories of my four years of active service in the old 
offices on Cass Street. 

You suggest that I send you some reminiscences for 
Poetry's tenth birthday; but you have already covered 
the early years quite fully on other anniversaries, and if I 
were to give a "backward glance o'er travelled roads," it 
would probably be to recall innumerable small incidents 
far more amusing to us than to the general public. Those 
were strenuous days, when we had to "buck" the poets 
on the one hand and the public on the other; and when I 
think of the way you have carried on during the past six 
years, I am filled with admiration for your tenacity and 
zeal and high purpose. You have now won the public to 
a deeper appreciation of poetry; and the poets, particularly 
the younger generation, have to thank you for a world far 
less unfriendly than that into which they would have 
come but for your unselfish, tireless services. 

And so, with congratulations for your fine achievement, 
I say "Many happy returns of the day," and remain as 
ever Poetry's devoted friend, and yours, 

Alice Corbin Henderson 
Santa Fe, New Mexico: August 18, IQ22. 

Note by the Editor. It is with regret that we cease to print Mrs. 
Henderson's name on our cover as one of the associate editors of Poetry; 
for although she, has not shared the actual editorship of the magazine 
since her departure from Chicago, we have liked to remind the public 
and ourselves, by a kind of honorary title, that she was in at the begin- 
ning, and that the magazine, through those first experimental years, 
owed a great deal to her ability and devotion. 

[56] 



